GENERAL

Bladensburg Police Department ORDER

General Orders Manual 344

Loitering

.01 Policy

It is the policy of the Bladensburg Police
Department to deter social and physical disorder.
Disorder such as fighting in the street, prostitution
and drug dealing, may serve as a significant
deterrentto commerce, business investment, and
the quality of life of residents.

.02 Terms
Loitering: Loitering occurs when an individual:

1. Remain on a public street, sidewalk, or
pathway, including one privately-owned but
used by the public in general, so as to obstruct
the free passage of a pedestrian or vehicle
after a regular or special police officer has
notified the person that the action is unlawful
and has requested the person to move;

2. Remain in or on a vehicle on a public street,
sidewalk, or pathway, including one
privately-owned but used by the public in
general, so as to obstruct the free passage of
a pedestrian or vehicle after a regular or
special police officer has notified the person
that the action is unlawful and has requested
the person to move;

3. Refuse or fail to leave a private business,
commercial establishment, or parking lotthatis
posted with conspicuous "No Loitering" signs if
the business or establishment is not open for
business, and the person has been requested
to leave by the owner, the owner's agent, or a
regular or special police officer, unless the
person:

a. Has written permission from the owner,
lessee, or operator to be present; or,

b. Iswindow-shopping underconditions and at
a time of the day or night that would be
considered conducive to that activity;

4. Refuse or fail to leave a private business or
commercial establishment that is open for
business, or a parking lot of the business or
establishment, after having been requested to
do so by the owner or the owner's agent;

5. Refuse or fail to leave a public building, public
grounds, or a public recreational area, or a
parking lot of a public building, public grounds,
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or a public recreational area, after being
requested to do so by a regular or special
police officer or by a regularly employed guard,
watchman, or other authorized employee of the
agency or institution responsible for the public
building, public grounds, recreational area, or
parking lot if the circumstances indicate that
the person has no apparent lawful business or
purpose to pursue at that place; or

6. Return, for no apparent lawful business or
purpose, to the same public or private property
from which the person was asked to leave and
not return for 30 days.

.03 Governing Legislation and Reference
Governing Legislation:
Prince George’s County Code, §14-139.03.

This ordinance does not prohibit picketing or
orderly demonstrations by labor unions or
members of the public.

Forms:

Loitering Warning Notice, Form 6714.
Reference:

General Order 203, Criminal Citations.
.04 Procedure

A. Enforcement

No individual shall be charged with loitering
unless and until the arresting officer has first
warned the person of the violation and the
person has failed or refused to stop the
violation.

The Loitering Ordinance is enforceable any
time of day or night, subject to the restrictions
in this section. Individuals may be charged
with loitering on a Criminal Citation or full-
custody arrest.
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Loitering

HISTORY: Adopted April 1, 2014

This General Order supersedes all other orders and memoranda in conflict therewith.

Authority:

(20 L.,

Charles L. Owens
Chief of Police
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